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the King and the League, Henry had appealed to
his countrymen in a manifesto published at Bergerac
(June, 1585). He was a good Christian and no here-
tic, since he was willing to receive instruction from a
free and general council while a heretic is one who
obstinately persists in error. Neither was he, as his
enemies pretended, a persecutor. He had never
interfered with Catholic worship in the towns he
occupied, but had protected the monks and priests
and had left them the use of the churches-, while he
retired to pray with his fellow believers in some pri-
vate house. His enemies in their solicitude to settle
the succession to the throne had chosen as heir to
the Crown of France, an old and childless man of
sixty-six, as if the King who was married and in the
vigour of his life had only a year or two to live.
He was anxious above all to spare his country the
evils of civil war; for this he would even surrender
the towns held by the Protestants, although neces-
sary, as experience had shown to their safety, pro-
vided that the chiefs of the League would also place
the fortresses they occupied in the King's hands.
If they would do the like, he would also resign his
governments. Should these offers not be acceptable,
the quarrel might be fought out without injury and
ruin to the Commonwealth, if the Duke of Guise
would meet him in single combat or with ten or
twenty champions on each side.

Next followed (August 10, 1585) a declaration
published in the names of the King of Navarre, the
Prince of Cond6, the Duke of Montmorency and
"the lords, gentlemen, towns and communities of